
How to Break into a Car 
with a SlimJim

A SlimJim is a thin piece of spring steel with a notch in
one side, which makes it easy to pull the lock rod up.
They can be purchased at most automotive supply stores.

Slide the tool gently between the window and the
weather stripping.

HOW TO BREAK 
INTO A CAR
Most cars that are more than ten years old have ver-
tical, push-button locks. These are locks that come
straight out of the top of the car door and have rods
that are set vertically inside the door. These locks can
be easily opened with a wire hanger or a SlimJim, or
picked, as described below. Newer cars have horizon-
tal locks, which emerge from the side of the car door
and are attached to horizontal lock rods. These are
more difficult to manipulate without a special tool but
can also be picked.

How to Break into a Car 
with a Hanger

Take a wire hanger and bend it into a long J.

Square off the bottom of the J so the square is 
11⁄2 to 2 inches wide (see illustration).

Slide the hanger into the door, between the 
window and the weather stripping.
Open the door by feel and by trial and error. Feel for
the end of the button rod and, when you have it, pull
it up to open the lock.
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Take a wire 
hanger and bend 
it into a long J.

Square off
bottom.

Slide hanger in
door between glass
and weather strip-
ping. Feel for the
end of the button
rod and lift up.

With a Hanger



How to Pick a Car Lock

You will need two tools—one to manipulate the
pins or wafers inside the lock core and one to turn
the cylinder.
You can use a small Allen wrench to turn the lock and
a long bobby pin to move the pins and wafers. Keep
in mind that many car locks are harder to pick than
door locks. They often have a small shutter that cov-
ers and protects the lock, and this can make the
process more difficult.

While the bobby pin is in the lock, exert constant
and light turning pressure with the wrench.
This is the only way to discern if the pins or wafers—
which line up with the notches and grooves in a
key—are lined up correctly. Most locks have five pins.

Move the bobby pin to manipulate the pins or
wafers until you feel the lock turn smoothly.

Alternate Method
Use a key from a different car from the same 
manufacturer.
There are surprisingly few lock variations, and the
alien key may just work.

Be Aware
We of course assume you are seeking to enter your
own car.

Some cars will give you only a quarter of an inch of
access to the lock linkage, so go slowly and be patient.

Do not jerk the tool trying to find the lock rod.
This can break the lock linkage, and on auto-locks it
can easily rip the wires in the door.

Move the tool back and forth until it grabs the lock
rod and then gently move it until the lock flips over.
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SlimJim

Slide the SlimJim between the glass and the weather stripping.
Feel for the lock rod. Move the tool back and forth gently until
the lock flips over.
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