
HOW TO DEAL 
WITH A DOWNED
POWER LINE
High-voltage power lines, which carry power from
plants and transformers to customers, can come crash-
ing down during severe storms. If you are in a car when
a pole or line falls, you are much safer remaining inside
a grounded vehicle than being on foot. If the wire falls
on the car, do not touch anything—wait for help.

Assume that all power lines, whether sparking or not,
are live.

Stay far away from downed lines.
Current can travel through any conductive material, and
water on the ground can provide a “channel” from the
power line to you. An electrical shock can also occur when
one comes in contact with the charged particles near a
high-voltage line; direct contact is not necessary for elec-
trocution to occur. Never touch a vehicle that has come in
contact with a live wire—it may still retain a charge.

Do not assume that a nonsparking wire is safe.
Often, power may be restored by automated equipment,
causing a “dead” wire to become dangerous. Stay away
from downed lines even if you know they are not electric
lines—the line could have come in contact with an elec-
tric line when it fell, causing the downed line to be “hot.”
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If a person comes into contact with a live wire, use a
nonconductive material to separate the person from
the electrical source.
Use a wooden broom handle, a wooden chair, or a dry towel
or sheet. Rubber or insulated gloves offer no protection.

Avoid direct contact with the skin of the victim or 
any conducting material touching it until he or she is
disconnected; you may be shocked also.

Check the pulse and begin rescue breathing and 
CPR if necessary.

5

6

4

Current can travel through any
conductive material such as water.

Never touch a vehicle that has come into contact with a live wire.
Even when the wire is removed, it may retain a charge.

Do not assume that 
a nonsparking wire is safe.




