
Dismantle the car’s brake lights by yanking wires and
pushing or kicking the lights out.
Then wave and yell to signal passersby or other cars.
This method is also recommended if the car is moving
and you need to signal cars behind you.

Be Aware
• No car trunk is airtight, so the danger of suffocation

in a car trunk is low. Breathe regularly and do not
panic—panic increases the danger of your hyperven-
tilating and passing out. Keep in mind, however, that
on a hot day the interior temperature of a car trunk
can reach 140 degrees. Work quickly but calmly.

HOW TO ESCAPE
FROM THE TRUNK
OF A CAR
If you are in a trunk that has no wall separating the
backseats and the trunk, try to get the seats down.
Although the release for most seats is inside the pas-
senger compartment, you may be able to fold or force
them down from the trunk side. (If not, continue to
step 2.)

Check for a trunk cable underneath the carpet or
upholstery.
Many new cars have a trunk release lever on the floor
below the driver’s seat. These cars should have a cable
that runs from the release lever to the trunk. Look for
the cable beneath carpeting or upholstery, or behind a
panel of sheet metal. If you locate the cable, pull on it
to release the trunk latch. (If not, continue to step 3.)

Look for a tool in the trunk.
Many cars have emergency kits inside the trunk,
underneath or with the spare tire. These kits may con-
tain a screwdriver, flashlight, or pry bar. Use a
screwdriver or pry bar to pry the latch open. You can
also pry the corner of the trunk lid up and wave and
yell to signal passersby. (If there is no tool, continue to
step 4.)
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If there is a trunk
cable beneath carpet-
ing or upholstery,
pull it to release 
the lock. If not,
look under the 
spare tire for 
tools to pry 
the latch.

trunk cable

tools




