
HOW TO OUTWIT 
A PACK OF WOLVES
Slowly move to solid terrain.
In winter, wolves tend to chase their prey into deep
snow or onto frozen lakes, surfaces where the hooves
of the victim sink or slide. The wolves’ large, padded
feet give them a tremendous range-of-movement
advantage in these areas. If you see wolves around
you, slowly walk toward solid ground. Do not crouch
down, and do not run. Even during warmer months,
wolves will readily chase prey over solid ground and
are capable of bursts of high speed, as fast as 35 mph
over short distances. You cannot outrun a wolf.

Observe the wolves’ posture.
A wolf can attack from any position, but a tail straight
up in the air and ears pricked up are a signal of dom-
inance and often indicate that the wolf is preparing 
to attack.

Charge one member of the pack.
Wolves are generally timid around humans and have
a strong flight response. Running toward one wolf
while yelling may scare it and the other members of
the pack away from you.
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Throw sticks and rocks.
If the wolves continue with an attack, throw sticks
and rocks at those closest to you. Wolves tend to
attack the lower portions of their victims’ bodies in an
attempt to hobble and then bring them to the ground.
Kick or hit the wolves as they approach your legs until
you scare them off.

Be Aware
• Captive wolves are more likely to attack a human

than wolves in the wild. Attacks are often a 
dominance display. Captive wolves may attack 
and then eat a person.

• Solitary wolves are generally considered more of
an attack threat to humans than pack wolves,
though a pack of wolves can inflict more damage
more quickly.

• Wild wolves habituated to the presence of humans
are more likely to attack, since they have lost their
fear of people.

• Wolves may hunt at any hour of the day or night.
• The bite pressure of an adult wolf is about 1,500

pounds per square inch. By contrast, the bite 
pressure of a German shepherd is about 500
pounds per square inch.

• A wolf pack may have 30 members.
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